
 

 

                            
 

  

Say Yes to Education and Guilford County:  After a national search, Guilford County is the leading candidate to 

become the next Say Yes to Education Community. Say Yes provides an unprecedented opportunity for our community to 

work together to ensure that every graduate of Guilford County Schools can get a post-secondary education. 
 

Say Yes to Education is a nonprofit organization founded in 1987 by money manager George Weiss when he promised 

100 sixth graders at a Philadelphia public school that he would pay to send them to college if they graduated from high 

school. Since then, Say Yes has evolved into a national non-profit that galvanizes communities to help public school 

students get the support they need to graduate from high school ready for post-secondary education and then to help 

students afford and complete the certification or degree they choose. 

 

How it Works:  Say Yes works as an investor and facilitator bringing government, school, non-profit, community and 

parent leaders to the same table to make key funding and operational decisions focused on building successful pathways 

for students. Say Yes invests $15 million over 5 years to help seed and expand key supports, to develop common 

measures, and to fund a small core staff to coordinate work across silos. A Say Yes partnership focuses in three areas:   

 

Scholarships / Student Supports / School Success 

 

Scholarships: A Local Scholarship Endowment would provide last dollar tuition scholarships for all graduates of 

Guilford County Schools to attend N.C. state colleges and universities. These last dollar tuition scholarships would close 

the gap between grants and aid like Pell Grants, other scholarships, and the cost of in-state tuition. All Guilford County 

School graduates would be eligible regardless of family income. Students with Pell Grants that cover the full cost of 

tuition would be eligible for Opportunity Grants to assist with other college costs. 

 

The Say Yes College Compact includes more than 70 private colleges and universities across the country. Students who 

are admitted to those private colleges and universities are also eligible for scholarships. Students whose families have 

annual incomes of $75,000 or less receive last dollar tuition guarantees directly from the college or university. Students 

who are admitted and have income greater than $75,000 receive a $5,000 annual Choice scholarship from the local 

endowment.  

 

Student Supports: Starting with our youngest learners and ending only after students reach the goal of a post-secondary 

degree or certification, the Say Yes investment would help us connect and sustain the supports students and families need 

outside the classroom to clear the path to academic success.  In other communities, this has included tutoring, after-school 

programs, summer programs, medical care, counseling and legal help. Say Yes’ work is rigorous and based on research.  

They also invest in the technology that helps educators, service providers and parents gauge students’ progress toward 

college readiness and keep them on track. Our community would decide what supports are needed – not the Say Yes 

national organization. 

 

School Success: As Say Yes works with the communities to support students and families outside the classroom, they 

also work with school leadership to ensure students are on the academic pathway to post-secondary completion. Student 

achievement measures, graduation rates and other metrics are indicators of success along the pathway, but the ultimate 

measure of success is post-secondary completion. In this exploration phase, Say Yes is making a significant investment in 

a five-year financial analysis of Guilford County Schools. They are benchmarking findings and making recommendations 

about how to invest dollars to realize goals in the GCS strategic plan and yield stronger post-secondary outcomes.  

 

How Guilford Became the Leading Candidate: In the fall of 2013, Say Yes to Education embarked on a search for 

the first community outside of New York State (and the Northeast) where it would implement its community-wide 

strategy.   The organization’s screening committee identified 100 communities across the country and considered many 

factors.   They culled the list and began a process of visiting and evaluating more than two dozen school districts and 

municipalities. Guilford County was selected as a finalist and an interim planning team led a process to develop and 

submit a partnership proposal to Say Yes.  After considering factors that included strength of local leadership, the 



 

openness of local partners to working together, the commitment of the local school system to its students graduating high 

school and doing so college ready, the percentage of the school age population from low income backgrounds, the quality 

of local colleges and universities, and the potential to raise sufficient funding to establish a college scholarship 

endowment that would benefit every public school system graduate in the community for years to come, Say Yes 

determined that Guilford County was the top candidate to become the next Say Yes community.  

 

Next Steps: The Say Yes National Board of Directors has outlined several contingencies – organizational and financial – 

that our community must meet to launch the partnership. A local Planning Group is leading the effort to move toward full 

partnership and is already working with a wide variety of stakeholders in our community.     

 

Say Yes communities enjoy a significant, positive economic impact. Say Yes creates a more educated labor force, 

incentives for businesses to start or relocate into a community, a stronger tax base, increased property values and more. 

Say Yes can help revitalize communities and improve economic outcomes, while also helping students and families 

achieve their dreams of a college education. This is an unprecedented opportunity for Guilford County to leverage our 

assets and the investment of a strong partner for the benefit of the whole community.  This is just the beginning and we 

anticipate more opportunities for parent and community involvement in this exciting initiative as we move forward.  

              
Say Yes to Education Planning Group:  
 

Felicia Andrews   Guilford Parent Academy Title 1 Parent Representative 

Ann Busby   Community Volunteer, GEA Board Member 

Nora Carr   GCS Chief of Staff 

Greg Demko   High Point City Manager 

Karen Dyer   Group Director, Education & Non Profit Sector, Center for Creative Leadership 

Mona Edwards   COO, The Community Foundation of Greater Greensboro, GEA Board Member 

Annette Galloway   President, Guilford County Council of PTAs 

Elizabeth Foster   President, Guilford County Association of Educators, GCS Teacher 

Barbara Frye   Vice President, Children’s Initiatives, United Way of Greater High Point 

Joyce Gilliard   Guilford Parent Academy Title 1 Parent Representative 

Sheila Gorham   Principal, Allen Middle School, GCS Principal of the Year 

Kevin Gray   President, Weaver Foundation, GEA Board Member 

Clarence Grier   Deputy Guilford County Manager 

Michael Halford   Guilford County Budget Director    

Steve Hayes   Executive Director, Guilford Non-Profit Consortium 

Addy Jeffrey   Community Volunteer, Parent and Student Advocate 

Frank McCain    Vice President, Community Investment & Impact, United Way of Greater Greensboro 

Winston McGregor   GEA Executive Director 

David Miller   President, DS Miller, Inc., GEA Board Member 

Joel Mills    CEO, Advanced Home Care 

Skip Moore   Community Volunteer, GEA Board Member 

Meredith Mull   Guilford County Council of PTAs Representative 

Mindy Oakley   Executive Director, Edward M. Armfield, Sr. Foundation, GEA Board Member 

Alan Parker   Principal, Southwest High School 

Keith G. Pemberton   Social Worker, Oak Hill Elementary School 

Robert Pompey   CFO, NC A&T University, GEA Board Member 

Amos Quick  Vice Chair, Guilford County Board of Education, Senior Pastor: Calvary Baptist Church,  

High Point, Associate Pastor, New Light Missionary Baptist Church, Greensboro 

Mary Vigue   Assistant City Manager, City of Greensboro 

 

For additional information please contact: 

Winston McGregor, Executive Director,  Nora Carr, Chief of Staff  Lynn Wooten, VP Marketing & Communications 

Guilford Education Alliance   Guilford County Schools  The Community Foundation of Greater Greensboro 

wmcgregor@guilfordeducationalliance.org   carrn@gcsnc.com   lwooten@cfgg.org  
336-841-4332    336-370-8106   336-790-7812 

 

 

Visit the Guilford Says Yes website for more information! 

www.guilfordsaysyes.org 
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